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^pHcantapp^ate.hethoroughexan.ina uonofme present applicants 
reflected in the Final Official **» of December 17. 2002. Applicant also apples the 
Examiner'sindioationxhatd^sT-n and 21-26 have been allowed. To expedttcthe 
p^ecucionofthisapplication, claims l 2 -,4 have been excelled without prej^ce or 
Llaime, CanceUaW^ 

^onssetforthintheFinalOmceActio, Cla^ 1 is^a^upv^onofth, 

tended to clarify the language of daim 1. These ^"^^^"^^ 
rejections of claim 1 set forth in the Final Office Action. As will be discussed below, c j au " * 

intenttosurrenderanyequivalentsbasedontheamentoentsmadeherern. 

Applicant believes the foregoing amendments comply with requirements of form and 
ft* may be entered under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16(a) - presenting rejected claims in better form for 
consideration on appeal. Actively, to the extent any of these amendments are deemed to 
t ouchthemerit S> thene nt r y is req uestedunder37C.F.R.§1.116(b). These amendments were 

tneFina. Office Action, daims 1-1! and 21-26 are penchng in the application. Reexam.nanon 
and reconsideration of the application, as amended, are respectfully requested. 



Claim 1 



ofFulford, Jr. etal.(USPN 5,916,715). 

Claim 1 has been amended, and the amendments to claim 1 are supported throughout the 
caption and drawings, for example, by FIGS. 3-5, 1 1. 13 and 15 of the present plication. 
AppUcant respectfully submits that amended claim 1 is pateutab.e over the cited references for at 

least the following reasons. 

in rejecting claim 1. the Final Officia. Action concedes that "Bush does not d.sclose the 
£5aM ^ n formed in an interlayer Electric layer." Applicant agrees that Bush does not 
s^est this recitation of claim 1. Moreover, Applicant also submits that the cited references 
also failto teach or suggest numerous other recitations of claim 1. 

For example, claim 1 requires that the "a first wiring formed over the mterlayer d.electnc 
layer and fli-r-T- ■ ™ ™" fr0mthE ^-S^ 25 Sh ° rter *' n 3 SPeC,fi£d 

2 

Received from < 12133376701 > at 3)1410] 6:22:42 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



Mar-14-03 03:26pm Frora-Hagart i Hartson L L P. Los Angeles, CA 1 213 337 6701 T-OBB P. 005/008 F-485 



separation." Applicant respectfully submits that the cited references fa., to teach or suggest 
Juanonofclaimlsmcethe^^^ 

Conductive Une 72a of Bush with a separation fro. the of ^ford. 

dielectnc layer and aj^p^dj^^ *» 4 

separation," as required by claim 1. 

Ctanlalso requires that the "a second wiring raving a cormecnoB regton connectMto 
the contact section." AppUcant respectfully submits that the cited references fail to teach or 
suggest this recitation of claim 1 since the overlapping areas of conductors 52,58 and 64 ^ 
(designated by dotted line 90) shown in FIG. 3 of Bush are not "c onned ,o flm contact secnon 
because Bush does not teach a contact section. There is nothing in Fulfoid, Jr. that would 
suggest connecting the conductors 52, 58 and 64 of Bush to the vias JO of Fulford, Jr. Thus, the 
cited references also fail to teach or suggest "a second wiring having a connection r egl on 
„™ nf .,teA to the r «ntiiet section." as required by claim 1. 

In addition, claim 1 requires that the "the second wiring has an extension secnon 
r ,^. z „ r ^ remor, in the co nnection ration." It appears that the Examiner ,s 
asserting that the portion of conductor 52 that extends in the y-direcrion corresponds to "an 
extension section." It also appears that the Examiner is asserting that the overlapping areas of ^ 
conductors 52, 58 and 64 (designated by dotted line 90) corresponds to the "connection re^on. 
Applicant respectfully submits that the cited references fail to teach or suggest this recitanon of 
claim 1 since there is no suggestion in FIG. 3 of Bush that the portion of conductor 52 that 
extends in the y-direction extends "in a non-wiring regxon" that is in the overlapping areas of 
conductors 52, 58 and 64 (designated by dotted line 90). Thus, the cited references also fan to 
teach or suggest "the second wiring has an extension section extending in . non-wirin, regon m 
n ^nnw.tion reaion. " as required by claim 1 . 

For at least the foregoing reasons, the rejection under 35 U.S.C 1 03(a) should be 
withdrawn. Accordingly. Applicant subnrits that independent claim 1 is patentable over the cued 
references. Dependent claims 2-6 are also patentable at leas, by virtue of their dependency from 
claim 1. 
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n ^ndent C laims 2,4 

Applicant submits that dependent claims 2-4 are also separately patentable since the cited 
references fail to teach or suggest numerous recitations of those claims. 

For example, claim 2 requires mat "the separa tion is shorter than a sp edfto^ 
^ereisaminimumse^^ 

does not teach a contact section, and Fulford, Jr. does not suggest disposing the conductive line 
72a of Bush with a separation from the vias 10 of Fulford, Jr. Accordingly, the cited references 
fail to teach or suggest that a first wiring is ■■fe B osedwith^ r ,ntion from the con^t section . 
m uch less that "the ssaratio*,^^ «* *~ is a 

separation between wirings in the wiring pattern," as required by cla,m 2. 

Applicant also submits that the cited references fail to teach or suggest that "the 
cormection reg ion...havi ng di^^ F^rth-m nr ^l to dimensions of th e 

contact section," as required by claim 3. There is nothing shown in FIG. 3 of Bush suggesting 
that the overlapping areas of conductors 52, 58 and 64 (designated by dotted line 90) would have 
dimensions that are greater than or equal to "dimensions of the contact section " 

Accordingly, claims 2 and 3 are separately patentable over the cited references. 
The art made of record but not relied upon by the Examiner has been considered. 
However, it is submitted that this art neither describes nor suggests the presently claimed 
invention. 

Ir, view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the application » in condition 
for allowance. Reexamination and reconsideration of the application, as amended, are requested. 

If for any reason the Examiner finds the application other than in condition for allowance, 
the Examiner is requested to call the undersigned attorney at the Los Angeles, California 
telephone number (213) 337-6700 to discuss the steps necessary for placing the apphcauon m 
condition for allowance. 
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If there arc any fees due in connection with the filing of this response, please charge the 
fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-1314. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HOGAN & HARTSON L.L.P. 



Date: March 14, 2003 



500 South Grand Avenue, Suite 1900 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Phone: 213-337-6700 
Fax: 213-337-6701 



ErinP v Madill 
Registration No. 46,893 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



FAX RECEIVED 

MAR 1 4 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 
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Version with markings to show ch anges made: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Amended) A semiconductor device having a wiring pattern that is 

formed by etching a conductive layer using a resist pattern as a mask, the semiconductor 

device comprising: 

a contact section formed in an interlayer dielectric layer; 

a first wiring formed over the interlayer dielectric layer and disposed with a separation 
from the contact section shorter than a specified separation; and 

a second wiring having a connection region [to be] connected to the contact section, 

wherein the second wiring has an extension section extending in a non-wiring region in 
the connection region [to be] connected to the contact section, and 

the extension section [is disposed in] extends from at least one section of the connection 
region other than sides [thereof] nf the connections region facing the first wiring. 
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